Little children, let us love, not in word or speech,
but in truth and action. - 1 John 3:18

October 23, 2025
Dear FPCP friends and family,

Fall is underway, and soon the Session will be prayerfully discerning a 2026 budget that
reflects the areas we feel God calling us to be engaged. Here at FPCP new ministries are
starting up, ongoing ministries are being freshened up, and | have a clear sense that God is
calling us to be love in truth and action in our local Petaluma community.

Love in Truth and Action: Time, Talent, Treasure is this year’s Stewardship theme based
on 1John 3:18. Love and truth are essential to maintain our integrity as followers of Jesus.
Sharing our time, talent, and treasure in support of Christ’s ministry tangibly embodies that
love and truth.

In 2026, the opportunity to grow in terms of contact with community, increased
effectiveness of our outreach, and increased faith-based living in Petaluma, is substantial. |
have started conversations with our Session, other volunteer leaders, and Petaluma
community members to plan, organize, and manage the creative process to bring five FPC
inspired “Community Green” initiatives to life. Some of these—all taking place on the front
lawn, or “Green” of the church—have already started taking shape!
% Neighborhood Block Party Concert Series: Intended to bring the
neighborhood together around food, beverages, yard games, picnic tables and
free live music performances featuring local, high quality, musicians.

% Community Produce and Non-Perishables Food Stand: Responding to food
insecurity in Petaluma, the stand would be stocked with produce from the
church garden, church members’ gardens, and neighborhood gardens. Non-
perishable items would be donated and made available year-round.

% Labyrinth: Now open to the community, the labyrinth encourages quiet
contemplation, spiritual practice, and the health benefits of being outdoors.
Benches and olive trees surrounding the labyrinth will increase its appeal.

% All Hallows’ Eve Great Pumpkin Rest Stop: The idea is to host an All Hallows’
Eve “Rest Stop” on October 31, project It's the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown on
a constructed screen, offer treats for trick-or-treaters, seating, refreshments,
restrooms, and parking, to cultivate joy and an inclusive space for community.



% Blessing of the Animals Sunday: FPC will expand the scope of its Blessing of
the Animals celebration to include the worship service as well as additional
partnerships with local animal-loving organizations.

Through these initiatives as well as our already existing ministry activities (like Presbyterian
Women, small group studies, our online presence), FPC has made a positive impact in the
lives of hundreds of people in 2025, and will have an exponentially greater impact in 2026.

FPCP’s success is thanks to you.

Thank you for your 2025 gifts of time, talent, and money. With your financial support we
will be able to continue to be love and truth in action in our community in 2026.

In addition to our ministry initiatives, our campus needs your support. Required repair
work on the Agape House was completed in 2025, and the total cost of the project was in
excess of $300,000. We are now working to pay off these loans. The health of our physical
campus is vital to our ministry with and to the community.

Each fall, when our elders on Session are working on the budget for the next year, we ask
everyone in our community to fill out a “pledge” card. That card is an estimate of what your
giving to God'’s ministry through FPCP will be for 2026. And it’s important to us that you
participate with a pledge that is meaningful and manageable in your current financial
situation.

We anticipate that the 2026 general fund budget will be in the neighborhood of
$310,000. To fund our budget, history shows we will need about $188,000 in pledges.

In addition to the general fund, pledges can also be made toward the Ray Swain Building
Fund. Our building fund pledge goal for 2026 is $36,000. These pledge dollars are used to
pay for the Agape House repairs, and for needed capital improvements to our facilities.

On Sunday, November 9, we are celebrating Stewardship Sunday, a time when we bring
forth our pledges for 2026. This ritual of faith reminds us that everything we have is from
God. In this service, we remember that God has placed us in Petaluma and our various
communities to be love in truth and action in the places where we live.

As | enter my thirteenth year as your pastor, let me say thank you for your faithfulness to
God’s work in and through First Presbyterian Church. Your generosity allows us to pay our
staff a fair wage, undertake our ministry endeavors, maintain our campus, and live into the
possibilities of transformational love for Petaluma and beyond.

With love and deep gratitude,

Your 2026 Stewardship Team
Pastor John Chase, Susan Pearce (Budget & Finance Elder), Shawn Dooley (Treasurer,
Personnel Elder), Roger Johnson (Bookkeeper)




