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GATHERING CHIMES

PRELUDE Jenny Smith
WELCOME Pastor John
GATHERING PRAYER Pastor John

PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST

Many ages after God created the heavens and the earth,

when human beings were formed in God’s own image;

Long after the great flood,

when God set the rainbow in the clouds as a sign of the covenant;
21 centuries from the time of Abraham and Sarah;

13 centuries after Moses led God’s people to freedom;

11 centuries from the time of Ruth and the judges;

1000 years from the anointing of David as king;



In the 65th week as Daniel’s prophecy takes note;

In the 194th Olympiad;

The 752nd year from the founding of the city of Rome;

In the 42nd year of the reign of Octavian Augustus;

In the 6th age of the world, all earth being at peace,

Jesus Christ, eternal God, Son of the eternal Father,

willing to hallow the world by his coming in mercy,

was born of the virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea.

Today is the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made flesh.

CALL TO WORSHIP

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels!

O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

CAROL Joy to the World

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him room,

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow

far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,

far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.



LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE

The Gospel of Luke tells what happened
on the night when Jesus was born:

When the angels had left them, . . .
the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem,

and see what has taken place,
which God has made known to us.”

In those days, shepherds didn’t count for much.
But God chose shepherds

to welcome and honor Jesus.

We light the Christ candle

to praise Jesus Christ, who comes to all of us,
beginning with the least and the last.

(the Christ candle is it

Living Christ, give us faith to trust you,
hope to follow you,

love to live for you,

wisdom to know you,

and joy to adore you.

CHILDREN'’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE Pastor John
Glory Revealed to All Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has

shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time
onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do
this.



CAROL Away In a Manger

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.

| love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is night.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; | ask thee to stay
close by me forever and love me, | pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

A Servant of Peace Is Born Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all
the world should be registered. This was the first registration and
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David.

He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged
and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

SPECIAL MUSIC | Wonder as | Wander

Adored by Outsiders Luke 2:8-14

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood



before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified.

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord.

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying...

ANTHEM Glory to God

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

Adored by Outsiders Luke 2:15-20

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.”

So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the
child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.

But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her

heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

CHRISTMAS REFLECTION Pastor John



CAROL Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria in excess Deo!
Gloria in excess Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee!
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be

which inspire your heavenly song? (chorus)

Come to Bethlehem and see

him whose birth the angels sing;

come, adore on bended knee

Christ, the Lord, the new born King. (chorus)

Love’s Living Word John 1:5, 14

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

THE PASSING OF THE LIGHT

CAROL Silent Night

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
‘round yon virgin mother and child!

Holy Infant, so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven a far,

heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia:

Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born!”



Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,

with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing

Alleluia to our King:
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born.
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