Community Green Initiative 1.0
First Presbyterian Church of Petaluma

Even in the best of circumstances, and particularly now, Isolation, loneliness, and
economic hardship plague many of our neighbors in the Petaluma community. FPCP seeks
to minister to these needs by extending an invitation to belong to a community of faith
and substance. We have tremendous opportunity to put our faith and love into action by
offering initiatives that serve others, foster relationships, reduce isolation, cultivate joy, and
enable our neighbors to come together on our campus, beginning with fellowship, and
extending to pastoral care.

The Strategic Idea

For FPC, the opportunity to grow in terms of contact with community, increased
effectiveness of our outreach, and increased faith-based living in Petaluma, is substantial.
Our Session and other volunteer leaders will work collaboratively with church and
community members to plan, organize, and manage the creative process to bring five FPC
inspired “Community Green” initiatives to life.

% Neighborhood Block Party Concert Series: Taking place on the front lawn of
the church, intended to bring the neighborhood together through food,
beverages, yard games, and free live music performances featuring local, high
quality, musicians. FPC will guarantee a fair wage for musicians and technicians.
First date: Saturday, October 25. Leaders: Pastor John, Sue Carson, Phoebe
Antonio, Cameron Janicula
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Community Produce Stand: FPC will build and set up a produce stand along
the B Street sidewalk. Responding to food insecurity in Petaluma, the stand
would be stocked with produce from the church garden, church members’
gardens, and neighborhood gardens. In the off-season, non-perishable items
could be donated and made available. Leaders: Pastor John, TBD

% Labyrinth: Constructed on the front lawn, and open to the community, the
labyrinth would encourage quiet contemplation, spiritual practice, and the
health benefits of being outdoors. Leaders: Phoebe Antonio, Pastor John

% All Hallows' Eve Great Pumpkin Rest Stop: The idea is to host an All Hallows’
Eve Rest Stop on October 31. FPC would project It's the Great Pumpkin Charlie
Brown looped on a constructed screen, offer a treat for trick-or-treaters, seating,
refreshments, restrooms, parking, and would cultivate joy and an inclusive
space for community connection. Leaders: Pastor John, Grete Hansen

% Blessing of the Animals Sunday: FPC will expand the scope of its Blessing of
the Animals celebration to reach out to and bless the broader Petaluma
community and its animals. This will include the worship service, partnerships
with local animal-loving organizations, education, more opportunities for
engagement with animals. First Sunday of October. Leaders: Pastor John, TBD



Catalyst for Caring Community Relationships

To serve and gather people into caring community relationships is our shared calling. By
reaching out to the entire community, we can collectively, as a faith driven institution,
meet, exceed, and celebrate new goals. Specifically, we can:

% Increase contact with the Petaluma community
% Increase the sense of belonging for people in Petaluma
% Decrease isolation and loneliness for people in Petaluma

Results We Can See

% Increase congregation and community pastoral contacts to over 100/month
% Increase ancillary contacts to over 1000/year
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