Petaluma Interfaith

Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 23, 2025 |1 4:00 p.m.
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740 Western Aves.
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Jane Shelly, Music Director, First Presbyterian Church of Petaluma

PRELUDE

Lauren Haile, Music Director, Elim Lutheran Church

WELCOME
B'nai Israel Jewish Center

Rabbi Shalom Bochner,

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
Christine Owens, Spirit Rock Meditation Center
SONG
“We Would Be One”
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1. We would be one as now we join in sing-ing
2. We would be one in build-ing for to- mor-row
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our hymn of love, to pledge our- selves a - new
a no-bler world than we have known to - day.
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to that high cause of great-er un - der- stand-ing
We would be one in search-ing for that mean-ing
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of who we are, and what in us is true.
which binds our hearts and points us on our way.
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We would be one in liv - ing for each oth- er
As one, we pledge our -selves to great- er ser-vice,
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to show to all a new com-mu - ni - ty.
with love and jus - tice, strive to make us free.
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(® Words: Samuel Anthony Wright, 1919~
Music: Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957, arr. from The Hymnal, 1933, FINLANDIA

© 1933, renewed 1961 Presbyterian Board of Christian Education

Girija Balasubramanian and Jayashree Ayyar,

GRATEFULNESS MESSAGE

11.10.11.10.11.10.

North Bay Hindu Center



SCRIPTURE FROM CHRISTIAN TRADITION
Pastor John Chase, First Presbyterian Church of Petaluma

Matthew 5:1-9
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his

disciples came to him. And he began to speak and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

SONG
“Simple Gifts”
Copyright © 2010 by HAL LEONARD CORPORATION Traditional Shaker Hymn
International Copyright Secured All Rights Reserved
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‘Tis a  gift to be sim-ple, ‘tis a gift to be free, ‘tis a
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gift to come down where you ought to be, and
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when we find our-selves in the place just right, ‘twill be in the val-ley of
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love and de - light. When true sim - plic -1 - ty is gained, to
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bow and to bend we = won’t be a-shamed. To turn, turn will
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be  our de-light till by turn - ing and turn- ing we come out right.

"Henei Mah Tov"
"How nice it is when brothers and sisters sit together as one."
"Oseh Shalom - The Maker of Peace"
Rabbi Shalom Bochner and B'nai Israel Jewish Center

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
from “The Eye of the Whale”, by Jennifer O'Connell
The Rev. Kathryn Gulbranson

OFFERING
Our Offering will go towards The Redwood Empire Foodbank

The foodbank distributes food through their own programs and partner organizations in
Sonoma, Lake, Mendocino, Humboldt, and Del Norte counties. They work on the front
lines of food assistance in our region, playing a crucial role in helping individuals,
families, seniors, and children.



PRAYERS

The Rev. Laurie Warren, Deacon, St. John’s Episcopal Church

Deacon:

All:
Deacon:

All:
Deacon:

All:
Deacon:

All:
Deacon:

All:
Deacon:

All:
Deacon:

All:

Dear Friends, let us give thanks for all that we have received,

For the beauty of the Earth, sky and sea. For the land upon which we
humbly stand. For the animals, birds, fish who inhabit the Earth- our
shared home. For all who work to preserve and protect the Earth: the
future of the planet for generations yet to come.

We give thanks

For the abundant food grown from our earth and the people who work to
grow our food. For the safer, more sustainable farming practices. For all
who work to ensure the equitable access to food.

We give thanks

For the first nations of this continent, for their spiritual, cultural and other
gifts, and for their survival in spite of relentless oppression.

We give thanks

For children and youth: for the ways they challenge us to be whole-
hearted, For all those who guide and nurture them as they learn and
grow. For educators and parents, caregivers. For families of all kinds; for
their commitments to one another- and for their resilience.

We give thanks

For all who work to protect the safety and wellbeing of others: first
responders, social service, public health, mental health, medical service
workers- and volunteers. For all who serve in times of emergency and
natural disaster. For their skills and dedication despite staffing shortages,
risks, and adversities. For their families, and friends who uphold them.
We give thanks

For all who care for people who are lonely, ill or dying. For those who
protect and support people who are oppressed: immigrants, prisoners,
refugees and others marginalized from society. For volunteers, chaplains
and families who care for those in need or are suffering. For abundant
energy in their service, prayers and offers of hope and healing.

We give thanks

For those who work for peace and social justice in our world on behalf of
those who are discriminated against and those who are vulnerable. For
their perseverance in defending human rights so that all people may be
treated with dignity and respect; especially for the courage and
forbearance of those who strive to resolve conflict by nonviolent means-
for just and sustainable peace.

We give thanks



You are invited to offer your own reflections and prayers of thanksgiving:
silently or aloud. Silence will be held briefly for our reflection.

Let us offer our deep thanks for the weaving of our lives together with
those of our neighbors this Thanksgiving. For our many faith
communities, individuals and souls committed to cooperation and peace.
For our continued Blessing as we walk on Earth together: with reverence
and humility. Blessings upon our acts of kindness and compassion
towards one another: our friends, and hopefully, new friends, we will

CHOIR SONG
“‘We'll All Be Free” by William Matthews
Soloists: Vicki Olivas-Navarro, and Suzanne Garcia

Deacon:
All:  We give thanks
Deacon:
come to know.
All:  We give deep thanks
Refrain:

Let the light in, keep it shining
Let it break into the darkness
All the love dares us to see:
We’'ll all be free

(Repeat)

Tell your sister, tell your brother
Tell your father, tell your mother
Tell yourself, tell everybody
We’ll all be free

Tell the lovers, tell the haters
Tell the prisoners, tell the jailers
Tell the world, tell everybody
We’ll all be free

CLOSING BLESSING
"Giving Thanks Everyday"

Rabbi Shalom Bochner,

B'nai Israel Jewish Center



Special Thanks to Our
Sponsoring Communities:

B’nai Israel Jewish Center
Elim Lutheran Church
St. John’s Episcopal Church
The North Bay Hindu Center
First Presbyterian Church of Petaluma
The Unitarian Universalists of Petaluma
United Church of Christ in Petaluma
Petaluma United Methodist Church

Copyright Information:
©2025, Elim Lutheran Church of Petaluma, California. All rights reserved. Portions used with permission.

Music reprinted under: CCLI License #: 1560378, Streaming 20272929, ONE LICENSE # A-706514 or OCP #2847430.

Bible selections are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.




